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ONE SHILLING 


HELDER CAMARA on ‘triple violence’ in the Third World 


Stand firm 


“T SHALL SPEAK to you in an obscure dialect called Camara. A little 
English, a lot of gestures, and all of my heart.” 

Helder Camara, Archbishop of Olinda & Recife in Brazil, introducing 
his speech on poverty and exploitation to the Haslemere Group’s 
conference at Chalk Farm’s Round House last Sunday. 


Bob Overy’s report on the oer long meeting is inside, page 4. Photo 


above by Serena Wadham. 


BIAFRA 
Gowon 
gambles 
on final 
victory 


Roger Moody writes: Africa’s most 
terrible war has almost certainly 
entered its final stage. We are dumb 
spectators to the beginning of the end, 
pgs powerlessness has become 
total. 


But we would be very wrong to 
assume that Biafra’s extinction is now 
inevitable. The next few weeks will 
mean unremitting agony for troops 
on both sides, simply because neither 
the Nigerian nor the Biafran com- 
ley know what the outcome will 
e. 


During the last two weeks, we have 
heard and read scattered evidence 
that the Federals are within short 
reach of Umuahia, Biafra’s adminis- 
trative capital. 


There have been other suggestions 
that the Federal aim is not so much 
to take the “last Biafran strong- 
hold ” as to cut it off from Uli airfield, 
and divide Biafra in two across the 


ror justice 


This is an edited version of 
Camara’s text.—Eds. 


I am here to speak on behalf of the 
Third World, and I want to thank 
those of you who represent the Hasle- 
mere Group for your Declaration 
which you are transforming into a 
programme of thought and action. 


I assure you, in my capacity as a man 
of the under-developed world, that 
your vision could not be clearer, nor 
your attitude more courageous. 


Now I will try quickly to show you 
how the under-developed world is 
being crushed by a Triple Violence. 


1 / Internal Colonialism 
which means 
Established Violence 


Let us take Latin America as an ex- 
ample. People often ask me if I think 
our Continent is threatened by vio- 
lence, and I usually feel that the 
question is looking ahead only to the 
possible, eventual violence of those 
who are now oppressed. 


It does not take into account, in other 
words, the already-existing violence 
of the oppressors—a small, privileged 
group whose wealth is maintained at 
the expense of the misery of millions 
of their fellow countrymen. 


Those who are unfamiliar with Latin 
America may think I am exagger- 
ating. They may think I am being 
foe” or deliberately provoca- 
ive 


Indeed, for anyone born and bred in 
a developed country, with no chance 
of visiting under-developed areas, it 
must be very hard to understand what 
is meant by “ sub- human ” or the 
need for the “promotion of 
humanity ”. 


So let’s examine the problem of land- 
holdings in Latin America—in Brazil, 
to be precise. 


In that country there are 3,700,000 


middle by joining the First and Third 
Divisions together. (West Africa’s 
Special Correspondent, April 12.) 


Philippe Decraene, Le Monde’s re- 
porter in Biafra, has speculated that 
the present offensive is yet another 
attempt to pre-empt peace moves at 
any forthcoming international con- 
ference. (The OAU Consultative Com- 
mittee on Nigeria, for example, meets 
this month, probably next week.) 


Lepers Bombed 


Whatever the reason, it is now clear 
that Nigeria is involved in a “ final 
push ” to which all her resources and 
techniques are committed. 


Arms stores—mostly of British origin 
—which have been built up since the 
beginning of the year, are now being 
used fo their capacity. 


The lull in civilian bombing, which 
just preceded Wilson’s Lagos visit a 


rural properties covering an area of 
390 million hectares, or let us say, 
about 970 million acres. Ninety-four 
per cent of these acres are held by 
6% of the propertied land-owners. 


You cannot imagine how hard it is 
for small land-owners—some of them 
tenants, some small proprietors, some 
share-croppers—to farm their poor 
quality land. 


Worse, the workers in the extensive 
6% of the properties which cover 
94% of the total area, very often are 
even poorer-off than the owners of 
small plots. 


Their houses can barely be called 
houses, and as for clothing facilities, 
food, education, health, and welfare 
—well, the situation is shameful. 


All these conditions, it seems to me, 
amount to a state of violence— 
though, to be sure, the small 
privileged group is possibly unaware 
that it is contributing to this existing 
violence by imposing such bad con- 
ditions on rural workers and small- 
holders. 


2/ Violence imposed on 
the Underdeveloped 
by the Developed 


Your Declaration went to the heart of 


the matter when it pointed out that 
the international monetary and trade 
system was devised by the rich 
countries to suit their needs. And 
when their interests are involved, the 
rich can and do break its rules with 
impunity. 


Your Declaration exposed, too, the 
myth of Overseas Aid. What you said 
about Overseas Aid fits like a glove on, 
for example, the US Alliance For 
Progress: 


“At best, a wholly inadequate pay- 
ment for goods received: at worst, 


continued on page 5 


fortnight ago, has clearly ended. Last 
week, for example, a leper colony 
was attacked. Federal aircraft have 
bombed a number of villages (such 
as Ngu) en route to Umuahia. 


Heavy tanks have reportedly been 
used, for the first time, in the offen- 
sive at Uzuakoli, the railway town 12 
miles from Umuahia. (Financial 
ae Special Correspondent, April 
Though the situation is one of in- 
credible flux and confusion, character- 
istic of this war from the start, a few 
constant factors can be recognised. 


And these cast heavy doubt on the 
assumption that the Federals are now 
bound to succeed. 

First, Biafra’s arms-supplies have not 
dropped off, as anticipated a month 


continued on page 5 
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Hilda 
Bernstein’s 


PERSONAL 
COMMENT 


“We've allowed you too much. You 


22 


don’t appreciate what we do for you. 


“You blacks are getting out of hand 
these days.” 


If you heard statements like these— 
made not seriously, but intended as 
a joke—would you find them funny? 


I think not. Because too many people 
say such things and mean them. Be- 
cause the ‘“ joker” would be suspect. 
(Freud: he says it as a joke, but 
actually he means it.) Because it isn’t 
funny, it is offensive. 

Now substitute the noun ‘“‘women” 
for “blacks” above, because that is 
what was actually said. And listen, all 
you men: we women find this type of 
ha-ha conversation just as nauseating, 
offensive, and revealing as coloured 
people do. 


Inferior Status 


Following a patronising little para- 
graph in a recent issue of the 
Observer (she looked delightfully 
feminine—oh!) the back-page 
columnist, Pendennis, published 
emasculated extracts from letters of 
protest so edited that they tended to 
prove his point rather than that of 
the writers. 
Therefore I am impelled to return 
again to this question of the position 
of women. 
“TI find the whole feminist thing very 
boring. They say they are fighting for 
thousands of under-privileged women, 
when in fact their reasons are totally 
ersonal.”” (Diana Rigg, quoted in 
he Times.) 
“It’s purely an economic question. 
When society no longer needs to ex- 


ON WOMEN’S SUBJUGATION 


A TYRANNY 


BY CHIL 


ploit women, the problem will 
disappear.” (Statement by a socialist 
woman friend.) 


How people love to reduce complex 
issues to a  throw-away phrase 
(‘feminist thing”) or simplified 
formula (‘economic question ”). 
Because the struggle for equal rights 
for women (votes, education, jobs, 
pay) was the practical expression of 
the need to free themselves, these 
things have taken over as ultimate 
aims. 

They are not: they are only 
symptoms. The inferior status of 
women is used to depress wages—not 
the other way round. 


Historically, women chose certain 
objectives round which to fight for 
recognition. But they are not the 
source of inequality, and the last 
three decades should have taught 
sincere socialists not to reduce all 
evils to one slogan: change the 
economic system. 


Biological Factor 


Women have inferior status not only 
in capitalist society, and the problem 
of women, and their needs and their 
role, remains a problem even in 
socialist societies (where the 
nominal obstacles to women’s 
advancement in education and in 
work have been removed). 
Historical, economic, sociological, 
psychological, and of course sexual 
factors all have a bearing on women’s 
status in all types of society. 

But the biggest single factor is bio- 
logical—the simple fact that women 
bear the babies and therefore are 


DREN 


more directly and deeply involved 
with rearing them. 


Which means that a woman who has 
children relinquishes a major portion 
of the most active and productive 
years of her life to one task. 


This, in long-term results, may be 
considered noble—“ makers of the 
new generation ”—but at the actual 
point. of operation it consists of 
physically and mentally debilitating 
andxdegrading repetitive tasks of in- 
describable dreariness. 


Derogatory Jokes 


Of course, there are rewards (in our 
contraceptive-conscious society there 
would be no children at all if this was 
not the case!) and I could never be- 
little these, for they bring great 
happiness, fronmr the glorious moment 
of birth onward. 


Joy, satisfaction, and achievement. 
Splendid rewards: and many women 
—and most men—think they should 
be enough. 


But the central problem remains: 
how a wife and mother can, for years 
on end, preserve for herself some 
part of her life, some area of 
activity, which is hers and hers alone. 


I mean a real privacy, more than the 
simple privacy which every mother of 
young children lacks (she can’t even 
go to the lavatory undisturbed). 


The average woman is consumed, de- 
voured by her family and its de- 
mands. If she is aware of her deep 
basic need (which many women only 
feel in an entirely negative fashion, 
a sense of dissatisfaction) she has to 
struggle continuously, even with an 


Bernard Power-Canavan 


enlightened husband, for the right to 
this area of her life. The family wants 
to take it all. 


Most women are defeated before they 
begin. They compensate for their loss 
‘by emphasising their femininity in 
physical and in degrading ways. 
There are things that can be done 
here and now. (No doubt Pll return 
to this subject again and again.) But 
I begin by making one simple sug- 
gestion to all men. 

Never again make those derogatory 
little jokes about women. Women 
smile—like the black man smiled 
when he was the butt—and store up 
bitter resentment and hate that 
grows with the years. 


SERENA WADHAM asks: 
contribute to social change and 


Much of the debate at the recent 
delegate conference of the Revolu- 
tionary Socialist Students’ Federation 
was pivoted about the strategy of the 
so-called Red Base. 

The idea is that students should make 
a start actually on campus. Attracted 
by demands for freedom from the 
petty restrictions of their own col- 
leges, they will then be led further 


New Remedial 
Education: 
US Army-Style 


FORT LEWIS/WASHINGTON: Pvt 
Robert Hinkle, whose parents 
objected to his being shipped out to 
Vietnam on the grounds that he has 
been mentally retarded since child- 
hood, has been declared fit for active 
duty by the American Army. 

Army medical experts judged that 
since Hinkle meets “ minimum mental 
and physical standards”, he can be 
shipped out immediately. 

The Army did not specify just what 
it considered to be “minimum”, 
but did release a statement that 
Hinkle “will receive instruction in 


remedial reading and other subjects ”’. 


towards revolution proper by the 
escalating fierceness of the authori- 
ties’ reply. 

One example of this progress was 
seen at the LSE, when after erecting 
gates, which were pulled down, Dr 
Adams brought in the police and 
later even issued writs against his 
own staff and students, thus bringing 
them face to face with the power of 
the State. 


Students who have been made aware 
of political realities in this way 
naturally burn with enthusiasm to go 
out into the world and start liberating 
the rest of society. They want, in 
other words, to build bridges and 
communicate their own fiery idealism 
to everybody else. 

But what contribution can university 
students make to the Revolution? Can 
colleges be used as service-stations 
for the Forces of Progress, topping 
them up with ideas, or offering them 
the use of duplicating machines? 


Leisure Hours 


Can squads of cadres, their political 
consciousness high after encounters 
and confrontations with their repres- 
sive Vice-Chancellors, march down 
from the heights of the universities 
of the world to unite with the workers 
of the world—and lead them? 


It is true that, of all young people 
students (especially of the social 


How far can students 


sciences) are probably in the best 
position to see the need for change. 
The statistics are at their fingertips, 
and the leisure hours of their 
university years can be spent in study- 
ing and discussing the techniques of 
revolution. 


No Substitute 


Their refusal to be trained as instru- 
ments of an unjust social order is an 
affirmation of love of life, which may 
well give courage to their contem- 
poraries outside the privileged circle. 


On the other hand, their very advan- 
tages fence them in. How can they 
build bridges out into the world when 
their language is full of chewed-up, 
half-digested “intellectual” con- 
cepts? 

Maybe the college Socialist Society 
gets the hang of what they mean. But 
the apprentice electrician, or the kid 
who loves pop music, is merely 
mystified. (Unless he’s a lot brighter 
than me.) 

Again, it’s not their fault. But the 
fact is that all the good-will in the 
world, and all the theory, is no real 
substitute for the experience of 
deprivation—for the experience of 
having one’s life, one’s time, one’s 
energy, and one’s strength sucked into 
the working day, misappropriated by 
a machine which is so arranged that 
it always gives the wrong change, 


liberation ? 


Students need to stand back, to see 
the limits of their own horizons. One 
can see the circumference of the 
magic circle only from outside it: and 
from ‘there it looks very small, with 
the university Soc-Socs furiously de- 
bating points of theory, like circles 
within circles. 

Outside are the real forces of 
revolution, the real agents of change: 
those who have felt the weight of an 
unjust system on their own necks. 


New Servants? 


It is good to see students taking a 
stand for progress and change, but 
the crunch will come after they have 
left the university. Will they allow 
themselves to become servants of the 
system, tied hand-and-foot to 
mortgages, over-drafts, and credit- 
cards? And will they still stand for 
liberation when they are themselves 
in a position to be repressive? 


VOLUNTEERS WANTED 
to help pack Peace News 
on Wednesday nights 
and Thursday mornings 
5 CALEDONIAN RD N1 
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RENNES: Militant students and regional 
“ autonomists ” demonstrate with the 
forbidden flag of Brittany during General 
de Gaulle’s recent Grand Tour of the 


PETER BERESFORD 
ELLIS reports on 


FRENCH 


PERSECUTION 


OF THE 


BRETON PEOPLE 


Reports of torture being used to make 
Breton political prisoners confess 
have come out of Prison de la Sante, 
Paris. 

The reports followed mass arrests in 
January and February of members of 
the Front for the Liberation of 
Brittany (FLB). 

One report has been confirmed that 
drugs were used by French inter- 
rogators. 

Following this form of ‘ questioning ”, 
one of the prisoners, Antoine le Bars, 
a 37-year-old Catholic priest, has been 
committed to a Rennes mental hos- 
pital. 

Another prisoner, a 45-year-old 
architect, Pierre Lemoine, is now con- 
fined in the Hospital Claude Bernard. 


So far, the French authorities have 
arrested 47 alleged members of the 
FLB, ranging from priests, soldiers, 
law students, architects, teachers, 
journalists, and doctors to market 
gardeners, clerks, farmers, and 
accountants. 


Fierce Resistance 


Only one of them, 17-year-old Eugene 
Le Bars (a farm worker) has been 
released on bail. The rest will be held 
till September before any court hear- 
Hea total of nine months without 
rial. 


This has been the biggest mass arrest 
of militant Breton nationalists since 
1946, when many thousands of 
Bretons were interned and a large 
number executed. 


It was after the French Revolution in 
1788 that the Armies of the young 
French Republic militarily annexed 


province. 


Brittany (one of the three Brythonic 
Celtic nations—Welsh. Cornish, and 
Bretons). 

The Bretons fiercely resisted this 
French invasion, and it was not till 
1804 that the Breton leaders were ex- 
ecuted, their Parliament dissolved, 
and the Breton Armies conquered. 


The people of the Breton nation, how- 
ever, have never ceased to repudiate 
the French right to govern their 
country. 


Penal Servitude 


Following the mass persecution of 
Bretons in 1945-48 (stopped only by 
world abhorrence and petitions to the 
French Government) the French have 
continued to pursue a relentless gen- 
ocidal policy against the Breton 
nation. 

The Breton language was prohibited, 
but despite French attempts to 
eradicate it, one million Bretons still 
speak their language. 

In 1951, under the Deixonne Law, a 
concession was granted: where child- 
ren wished to learn the langauge, an 
hour per week of Breton was granted 
—provided it was taught outside of 
normal school hours. 

(This applied only in areas where 
Breton was the local vernacular. The 
system was rendered inoperative by 
regulations.) 

Fourteen successive Bills in favour of 
“regional languages” have been re- 
jected by the French Government. 
The recent Emgliev-Breizh petition 
(150,000 signatures) asking for 
Breton to be taught in schools has 
been ignored. 


HOW YOU 


CAN HELP 


The Free Brittany Committee, through the Dublin-based English- 
language publication BRETON NEWS, has asked all those who 
sympathise with the Breton cause to aid public opinion in a 


number of ways. 


Letters of support could be sent to the 46 prisoners themselves at 
Prison de la Sante, 42 Rue de la Sante, Paris 14e, France. Names 
of the prisoners are obtainable from BRETON NEWS, 9 Br Cnoe 
Sion, Dromchonnrach, Baile Atha Cliath 9, Eire. 


Letters could also be sent to the President of the French Republic, 
or to the solicitor for the prisoners, Maitre Henri Leclerc, 28 Rue 


de Franqueville, Paris 16. 


An appeal for financial aid for the families of the Breton political 


prisoners is 


being made by L’Avenir de la Bretagne, Postal 


Account CCP 1132-86, Rennes (specify the purpose when you 


write). 


And a schoolmaster found teaching 
Breton in his school last year was 
gaoled by the authorities. 


Legally, Bretons cannot advocate 
Breton independence from France. In 
1939, a law was passed against any- 
one who might attempt by any means 
(writings, association, etc) to sever 
any part of the territory governed by 
France. 


It threatened them with one to 10 
years imprisonment in peace-time and 
penal servitude in time of war. (This 
was extended to the death sentence 
during 1945-48.) 


Since June 4, 1960, the same is now 
punishable by perpetual imprison- 
ment, and conspiracy to do so is 
punishable with 10 to 20 years jail. 


These laws, enforced by France, have 
left the Breton people one obvious 
course of action by which to obtain 
independence and cultural freedom: 
violence. 


Since early 1960, the FLB has been 
conducting a series of bomb-attacks 
on French installations, tax-offices, 
police-barracks, etc. 


The attacks have grown in intensity 
during the past two years, in which 
a such attacks have been carried 
out. 


“Real Socialism’ 


So far, the FLB (which counts a large 
number of young Breton priests in 
its membership) has made sure that 
only symbols of French domination 
are attacked, and they are careful 
that no-one should be injured. 


Shortly before the arrests in Brittany 
began, the FLB’s National Political 
Council (in agreement with the 
Breton Republican Army) issued a 
four-page manifesto. The following ex- 
tracts are relevant here. 


“We denounce the colonialist and 
imperialist rule which deprives our 
people, a distinct entity, of the pol- 
itical power to manage their own 
affairs. 

“Here is a case of aggression by a 
majority ethnical group which is 
driving a minority group to cultural, 
socio-economic, and demographic 
extermination. : 
“Exploited as we are by a foreign 
capitalist State, our struggle for in- 
dependence must adopt the methods 
which have proved their worth in the 
anti-colonialist struggle throughout 
the world. 

is inconceivable that an im- 
and despoiled people 


sé It 
poverished 


could be really free while tied in the 
same political system as a rich and 
powerful neighbour. It would im- 
mediately be brought back into sub- 
jection by its capital. 

“Our struggle must, then, conform 
with the general principles of 
socialism. But we want nothing to do 
with bureaucratic, authoritarian, 
imperialistic State Socialism. 


“The recent events in Central 
Europe show that genuine socialism 
must be particular to, and indepen- 
dent for, each people. 


Guerrilla Struggle? 


“Our socialism will be adapted to 
the needs of the Breton people, based 
on humanism, co-operation, and the 
sense of community, respectful of all 
human liberties, inspired by the 
traditions of freedom and _ the 
spiritualism of our Celtic civilisation. 


“The National Political Council of 
the FLB has decided to continue the 
struggle for liberation. It will compel 
the French State either to act 
according to the principles that it pro- 
claims (for Quebec and Biafra, for 
example) or cynically to reveal its 
true face to the world. 


“We Bretons gave hundreds and 
thousands of lives to causes which did 
not concern us. We shall now put our 
courage at the service of the libera- 
tion of our own nation, and by impli- 
cation, of all oppressed peoples.” 


Following the arrests, the Free 
Brittany Committee (FBC, which in- 
cludes representatives of all Breton 
nationalist movements, including 
FLB) met and issued an appeal for 
the support of world opinion for the 
Breton struggle for freedom. 


General de Gaulle’s bland remarks 
about “ Vive Quebec Libre” have an 
empty ring when his own persecution 
of the Breton nation is considered. 


At least the French Canadians have 
their own domestic self-government, 
and at least their language is taught 
in schools and encouraged by the 
authorities. The Breton people are 
denied even these simple human 
rights. 


If the French continue their policy 
of Breton-genocide, movements such 
as FLB will grow (an independent 
French liberal observer claimed that 
80% of the Breton people support 
FLB today). 


The Breton situation could then erupt 
into another bloody guerrilla struggle 
such as countless colonial nations 
have suffered in their fight for cul- 
tural and political independence. 
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Ni: the 
struggle 


goes on 


Kevin McGrath writes: As Bernadette 
Devlin barn-storms her way to what 
looks like being an electoral victory 
in the by-election for the Westminster 
Parliament in Mid-Ulster (polling 
day: Thursday, April 17) fresh plans 
are being hatched to set up a People’s 
Democracy support-group in London 
(see Diary). 


Action on the streets in Northern Ire- 
land continued last weekend with a 
1,000-strong march in Omagh, which 
had its route blocked by 250 counter- 
demonstrators and 400 policemen, and 
had to be diverted. 


Meanwhile, in Hillsborough, County 
Down, several thousand members of 
the Paisleyite ‘Ulster Constitution 
Defence Committee” held a mass 
meeting in protest at the jailing of 
Paisley and Bunting, and the annual 
Delegate Conference of the Young 
Unionists at Portstewart, County 
Down, rejected by 44 votes to 15 a 
motion calling for the Unionist Party 
to end its links with the Orange 
Order. 


LETTERS AND 


PROJECTS 


Our LETTERS and PROJECTS 
features have had to be held over till 
next week for lack of space. We’re 
sorry, once again, about this.—Eds. 


ANGUILLA: SCOTLAND YARD INVADED 


* from cover 


and are glad that they did not volun- 
teer for a longer spell.” 


Certainly, the coppers on the beat, 
and in the police stations back home 
in London, are non-plussed and vul- 
nerable when faced with determined 
leafleting and questioning to discover 
what they think about the activities 
of their comrades in Anguilla. 


When five of us from Anguilla Infor- 
mation Group, an informal association 
of pacifists, went unexpectedly last 
Friday at lunch-time into New Scot- 
land Yard, nerve-centre of London’s 
war against crime, we were received 
at first with disbelief, then anger, and 
finally recognition that we had some- 
thing serious to get across. 


Why else were we informed by Chief 
Inspector Torrington of the Criminal 
Investigation Department (CID) that 
we were to be “reported” to the 
police legal department “ for attempt- 
ing to cause disaffection among police, 
contrary to séction 53 of the Police 
Act, 1964” and that charges would be 
considered? 


Hilarious Visit 


Not that our visit was anything but 
hilarious, and by and large friendly. 
One leaflet we were giving out, titled 
“To the Men Chasing Gangsters in 
Anguilla”, ridiculed the British 
Government’s political case for the 
invasion with great good humour, and 
invited the police to consider various 
steps: 

1. Take your uniform off, find a quiet 

spot on the beach, have fun. 


Fraternise_ with the people of 
Anguilla. Don’t just play football 
with them. Join them in their 
peaceful demonstrations. 


2. 


HASLEMERE: Disappointment at Round House 


A FLAWED CONVENTION 


Bob Overy reports: Poverty is 
violence! And Helder Camara lists 
three sorts of violence in his speech 
to the Haslemere Convention: 
internal colonialism: external 
imperialism: and  foreign-backed 
militarism, 

But there was no serious analysis at 
the Convention of militarism as a sore 
in the world economic and _ social 
system that devours vesources, thrives 
on conflict, perpetuates injustice, 
destroys millions of lives, and creates 
enormous deprivation and starvation. 


There was no serious attempt to con- 
sider Biafra or Anguilla. And no 
serious analysis of how to resist, back 
home, the foreign interventions of 
our own Armies. 


The Convention got stuck on revolu- 
tion to overthrow the capitalist 
system without any adequate analysis 
of why the Russian non-capitalist 
system also needs a revolution. 


There was no obvious appreciation 
that the capitalist system is not total, 
and that a lot of positive work can be 
done directly with people living in 
poverty, without in any way sustain- 
ing the capitalist system. 

There was no adequate mention of 
the Gramdan movement in India 
(NB: there is a teach-in on Gram- 
dan this Friday: see Diary). And 
there was no mention of “ inter- 
mediate technology ”’. 


If Camara’s frame-work, or the ideas 
of other key-note speakers—like Felix 
Greene on Aid as a Means of Ex- 
ploitation, or Trevor Huddleston on 
the Aryusha Declaration in Tanzania 
—had been used to shape the dis- 
cussion groups, something construc- 


3. Let your higher ranking officers in 
Anguilla and Britain know how 
you feel. Write to Wilson, Stewart, 


Callaghan, the clowns who 
directed this ludicrous and danger- 
ous farce. 


4. Ask for the immediate with- 
drawal of all soldiers and police. 
And a campaign medal to boot— 
you might have got sunstroke. 


Straight Refusal 


This leaflet had been posted direct to 
49 policemen in Anguilla, six days 
before the “invasion” of New Scot- 
land Yard, along with a_ second 
leaflet, ‘Refuse Illegal Orders”, 
which quotes extensively from 
editorials in The Times to show that 
the Anguilla (Temporary Provision) 
Order 1969 is invalid because it con- 
travenes the West Indies Act of 1967. 


I had written to the Metropolitan 
Commissioner on March 24 asking if 
a deputation from Anguilla Informa- 
tion Group could see him, and inform- 
ing him that we intended to distribute 
leaflets to policemen. 


When we got a straight refusal even 
to discuss the letter (“We have no 
comment whatever on this matter. 
These are my instructions ’—Chief 
Inspector Lashbrook, “A” Division) 
Anguilla Information Group felt free 
to enter New Scotland Yard without 
security passes and talk directly with 
the police. 


On the first floor of the building, 
Janette Hammond, 21, of the radical 
Christian group CHURCH, who also 
works for Peuce News, entered the 
information room for the 999 service 
where lots of uniformed police were 
at desks and telephones and sur- 
rounded with computers, and began 
distributing leaflets. f 


tive might have emerged from 18 
hours of talk attended by more than 
1,000 people. ‘ 

But discussion-group leaders tended 
to make new speeches and pursue 
their own hobby-horses, often with- 
out reference to the aims of the Con- 
vention. 


The pity is that the Haslemere Group 
has some able people involved who 
could have made much more interest- 
ing contributions than did many of 
the people they asked to speak. 


Jonathan Power, for example, sug- 
gested to the political action work- 
shop late on in the evening a cam- 
paign of mass non-violent dislocation 


in Norwich, the heart of the sugar- 
beet industry in Britain, so as to draw 
attention to the way sugar-cane is 
shut-out from world-markets. 


Such a proposal sounds excellent, and 
we could have had a whole section of 
the Convention devoted to examining 
the fortunes of this product on the 
world-market and what can be done 
about it. 


But none of it. The revolution groove 
every time. No definition, just a feel- 
ing. A bad feeling for me—which I 
hope will be dispelled at Haslemere’s 
Convention Follow-Up at: Holborn 
Assembly Rooms, Johns Mews, off 
Theobalds Road, Holborn, on Satur- 
day, May 10, from 11 am to 4 pm. 


LEFT GETS TOGETHER 


With a view to building some kind of 
unity in action, ideas, and _ pro- 
grammes among radical forces in 
Britain, a National Convention of the 
Left is to be held in London next 
weekend, from Friday, April 25 to 
Sunday, April 27. 


Discussion at the Convention has to 
a certain extent been pre-structured 
by the setting up of eight Specialist 
Commissions, to draw up non-binding 
background documents on major 
issues. 

These commissions will hold their 
final meetings on the Friday evening 
(venue not finalised as we go to press, 
check with organisers) and they will 
be open to all those attending the 
Conveniion. 


“The Sergeant-in-Charge came up to 
me. He was in such a dither—so sur- 
prised—that I was able to hand out 
leaflets to other police who gathered 
round. 

“TI asked one cheeerful-looking bloke 
if he would take a great wodge of 
leaflets and hand them out to his 
mates. He said he would. But they 
were taken away from him later. 


“ There were all these nice policemen 
coming up to me and asking ques- 
tions. ‘How did you get in here? ’ ‘I 
just walked in.’ ‘How many more of 
you are there?’ Then they took me 
to the back office on the ground floor. 


“T was still handing out leaflets. Some 
actually pocketed them and _ said 
they'd read them. Others were swiped 
oul of their hands. All of them were 
fairly jovial, except one. 


“They seemed seriously worried that 
we had got into the building without 
anybody seeing. This could escalate if 
they weren't careful! Maybe the 
whole of Scotland Yard would be 
taken over! ” 


Special Branch 


On the eighth floor I walked up and 
down past the offices of senior 
Special Branch men. Eventually I met 
a man in plain-clothes and asked him 
where I could find Chief Inspector 
Lashbrook. 

He was highly amused. “‘ What are you 
doing here. How did you get in? You 
could be under arrest.” “ Maybe 
there’s something in that”, I said, 
equally amused, and offered him a 
leaflet. 

After an hour of waiting and routine 
questioning, the five of us were 
allowed to leave, all our leaflets 
“having been confiscated, 


Saturday from 10.30 am onward will 
be the first main session, to discuss 
the policy documents. Sunday, from 
11 am onward, will be devoted to 
“ discussion and formulation of future 
strategy and action”. These sessions 
will be held at St Pancras Town Hall. 


The Convention is open to all in- 
dividuals and organisations (local, 
district, or national level, one or two 
delegates in all cases) who “ share its 
broad aims ”’. 

There is a fee of £1 per head (send 
to: Organising Committee, 11 Fitzroy 
Square, London W1) which also 
brings you all background papers, 
etc. “ Basic accommodation’ will be 
found for out-of-Londoners, if they 
tell the organisers in advance. 


The other three involved—John 
Hyatt, Youth PPU organiser, Valerie 
Bickers, and Pete Freer—nad been 
stopped from entering the lifts in the 
entrance hall, but had given out a 
number of leaflets which Janette later 
saw policemen reading in the lift. 


They had carried on leafleting outside 
the building, but were eventually de- 
tained. They managed, however, to 
give a quantity of leaflets to a young 
man inside the building who promised 
to distribute them. 


Sitting Ducks 


Normally, when one tries to leaflet 
a policeman he professes to have no 
concern with the subject in question 
—his job is to preserve law-and-order, 
and you'll get into no trouble as long 
as- you behave yourself and don’t 
provoke him. 


On this occasion, they tried the same 
line. ‘‘?’m not concerned with why 
you’re here. You shouldn’t walk into 
this building without permission. All 
Y’m concerned with is that you should 
keep the law.” 

They were sitting ducks. ‘“ Of course, 
you are concerned about your com- 
rades in Anguilla”, we said. ‘“ You 
cannot deny it. In any case, this 
leaflet is addressed to you, so why 
can you not read it? 


“And the Metropolitan police are 
acting illegally in Anguilla, so you 
should insist that they keep to the 
law.” 

So it’s easy, and many more people 
can do it. Further copies of the 
leaflet are available from: Anguilla 
Information Group, 3 Caledonian 
Road, London NI. We don’t expect 
to be prosecuted by the police be- 
cause it would be too embarrassing 
for them. But if they go ahead, it 
could be very revealing. 


Peace News 18 April 1969 5 


CAMARA speaks out on ‘triple violence’ 


x from page 1 


another name for the continued ex- 

ploitation of the poor countries by 

the rich.” 
Your Declaration also put clearly just 
what is the exploitation of under- 
developed countries by the developed 
ones. It consists in the refusal of the 
rich countries to allow the poor to 
own and use what material resources 
they possess in their own interests 
and in their own way. 
Finally, your Declaration understands 
very well that the Third World needs 
deep and urgent changes in its social 
structures. And it does not hesitate 
to point out that the developed world 
needs changes just as much in some 
of its own economic and_ social 
structures. 


I am sure that unless you are able to 
change your own systems, it will be 
almost impossible to change ours. 


Egotistical Powers 
Capitalism, despite its championing of 
the human individual and of freedom, 
is egotistical, selfish, and cruel. It 
does not hesitate to crush human be- 
ings when profit demands it. 


Under the banner of saving the 
“Free World”, it commits terrible 
atrocities against freedom. It speaks 
proudly of tradition and family, but 
it does not create the right conditions 
for workers and small proprietors to 
rear their families. 


In the name of individual initiative, it 
supports national and international 
trusts and combines. It makes much 
of religion when it supports its own 
interests, but it defies and persecutes 
it when it fights for the development 
-of the whole man and of all men. 


For its part, Marxism calls itself the 
only authentic humanism. In practice, 
however, socialist Super Powers, pro- 
fessing inspiration from Marx, are as 
mc and egotistical as their capitalist 
rivals. 


‘They do not admit pluralism in the 
‘socialist world. They fear intelligence, 
liberty, creativity, and originality 
when these do not conform to the 
rigid precepts of the Party. 


And, of course, they shut themselves 
up in an atheism wthout realising 
that one can believe in a Creator, and 
not feel oneself a slave but a co- 
creator charged with subduing Nature 
and consummating Creation. 


In this double context, therefore, it 
seems fair to conclude that under- 
developed countries, besides suffer- 
ing internal colonialism within their 
own frontiers and enduring exploita- 
tion into national slavery by their own 
countrymen, have also to put up with 
another kind of violence from de- 
veloped Powers. 


This is true, even though these 
Powers claim over and over again to 
be practising neighbourliness, and are 
able to give an impression to their 
own citizens of generosity. 


3/ Foreign-backed 
Militarism leads to 
more Violence 


Often, in under-developed countries, 
movements are set up that try to 
criticise internal colonialism and 
national slavery. They work for some 
change in social, economic, and pol- 
itical structures. 


They try, in other words, to uplift 
humanity—to help people become 
human beings by overcoming despair 
and apathy, by teaching them to work 
together in teams, and by  en- 
couraging and training leaders. 


But when these movements begin—no 
matter how democratic and _ non- 
violent they may be—the local 
economic powers become nervous, 


and the privileged groups are 
alarmed. 
Why? Because they can see the 


possible consequences of this effort 
that we call the awakening of social 
conscience. And so they cry out 
“ Subversion! ’” and “ Communist! ” 


At the same time, it is the case that 
the American Government looks on 
our Continent as its immediate area 


SO WHAT 


How do we escape what I have called 
this Triple Violence without more 
violence? First, we have to discuss the 
responsibility of spiritual forces in 
the under-developed world. 


There are countries in Latin America 
where it is still possible to appeal to 
spiritual forces in the nation, such as 
the Church (and by Church I mean 
not Catholics only, but all our 
evangelical brethren, and all men of 
good-will). 

There is also the press, radio, and TV 
(wherever these are free from the 
controls of economic power): the 
universities, and youth in general: 


and the intelligent and _ sincere 
elements in our political life. 
But in some countries, political 


parties are, to all intents and pur- 
poses, non-existent. Youth is silenced 
by threats, such as forfeiture of 
educational rights. Press, radio, and 
TV are kept under tight control. 


of defence, and is not willing to allow 
a second Cuba. 


The economic powers in Latin 
America have only to shout that there 
are possible dangers of Cubanisation 
for America to be disturbed and the 
local Governments geared tor action. 


Today, the Pentagon is in direct com- 
munication with the Armies of Latin 
America. Inspired by the thinking 
they take in, these Armies have 
worked out a theory of national 
security. 


An important element in this theory 


it to be permanently on guard against 
Communism, thus forcing Latin 
America more and more into the arms 
of America who, by mere coincidence, 
represents for Latin America the very 
incarnation of International Power. 


Meanwhile, crushed by the violence 
of internal colonialism and by the 
violence of external imperialism, 
nearly all Latin America runs the risk 
of being smashed by its own Govern- 
ments, conscious of their mission to 
save “ Democracy” and “ Peace” in 
their own countries, and perhaps in 
the entire Continent. 


DO WE DO TO ESCAPE? 


In these countries, the only voice that 
remains—and even that is under 
growing suspicion—is that of the 
Church. 

It seems to me that an absolute re- 
quirement of the Gospel, and a matter 
of remaining faithful to Christ—no 
matter how wrongly this fidelity is 
interpreted—is that the Church, as 
long as she is able to speak out, 
should do so. 


The Church must demand changes in 
the inhuman social structures that are 
hoiding up the full and free develop- 
ment of our peoples, and that are 
keeping them in conditions that are 
sub-human and unworthy of the 
Children of God. 


Lastly, we have to discuss the respon- 
sibilities of spiritual forces in the de- 
veloped countries. 

To these, I can do no better than in- 
dicate as_a programme, provided it is 
not limited to brave and beautiful 


statements only, the Declaration of 
the Haslemere Group. I would 
especialiy emphasise this item: 


“We intend to build links with the 
groups that are fighting poverty, 
homelessness, racial discrimination, 
or any other issue that reflects the 
failure of society to cater for the 
weak and the oppressed.” 


To put it another way: We—you— 
must stand firm with those who are 
struggling for social development, 
fighting poverty and sub-human con- 
ditions that reflect the failure of our 
society to aid the promotion of human 
justice, that indispensable prior con- 
dition for peace in the world. 


Keep up:your courage and do not be 
disheartened. Commit yourselves 
fully. Even if you do not regard your- 
selves as practising any particular 
religious faith, you will be carrying 
out a profoundly Christian work! 


BIAFRA: GOWON’S LAST GAMBLE 


x from page 1 


ago. Le Figaro (April 4) reported 
that deliveries of arms to Uli had “ in- 
creased recently ”. 


Le Figaro’s reporter said the hold-up 
in military supplies had ended be- 
cause “French-speaking observers in 
Biafra”? were told that ‘unless the 
arms airlift was resumed soon, it 
would be the end of Biafra”. 


Second, despite continued attempts by 
Federai bombers to destroy all air- 
craft using Uli, the Joint Church Air- 
lift into Biafra has maintained large 
deliveries of high-protein foods. 


The airlift commemorated its first 
anniversary a fortnight ago, and last 
week announced its 2,000th flight. 
Despite the strafing at Uli, more 
flights were carried out this March 
than in any other month. 


According to Elizabeth Ihebom, a 
British relief worker who returned 
from Biafra last week, early rains 
have hastened on the carbohydrate 
harvest (a result of seed-planting 
carried out at the start of the year) 
though it is bound to come too Jate 
for thousands still dying on their feet. 


The level of starvation is appalling, 
but not sufficient to reduce the morale 
of the population, nor the determina- 
tion of the Biafran regime to fight to 
the finish. 


Third, Biafra’s decreasing size (now 
approximately 40 by 10 miles) means 
a lengthening in the Federal supply 
lines. These have never been strong: 
very soon they will be at their 
weakest because of the rains. 


Indeed, this year’s early monsoons 
may come to be regarded as Biafra’s 
salvation. They mean that low-level 
clouds will hinder Federal planes, 
while making little difference to arms 
and relief flights. 


They mean also that heavy vehicles 
—tanks and armoured cars—will get 
bogged down on the dirt-tracks: and 
even if the main roads are not 
flooded, they are mined. 


But more generally, the rainy season 
marks a disruption in the whole of the 
country. Precedence is given to the 
“drive on exports” in economic life, 
and war-weariness, however  in- 
definable, is bound to sink in. 


African Opposition 


Informed observers like Suzanne 
Cronje, and the Financial Times 
Special Correspondent, are even 
suggesting that a failure to capture 
Umuahia (or Uli) within the next fort- 
night would make the Federals give 
up the idea of winning the war: 


“The Federal Army might find it 
difficult to gain the necessary im- 
petus for another major attack be- 
fore the wet season, and the rains 
have already started. In the inter- 
vening stalemate, Lagos may well 
decide to agree to a cease-fire and 
negotiations.” (Financial Times, 
April 9.) 
It is true that there is little ‘“ Stop 
the War” impetus in Nigeria. At the 
same time, however, indefinite sup- 
port for the inexorable crushing of 
Biafra can no longer be guaranteed 
from Nigeria’s businessmen, who no 
longer regard the rebels as a serious 
economic danger. 


As for the ordinary soldier, his en- 
thusiasm is such that Gowon may well 
fear to call for a truce, simply be- 
cause he could not get his Army back 
into the field once there were an 
hiatus in the fighting. 

Opposition to the war among African 
leaderg now encompasses the 
ma*ority who espouse Nigerian unity. 
Hailie Selassie of Ethiopia, for ex- 


ample, called on February 18 for an 
immediate halt to the war, to be fol- 
lowed by negotiations. 


Tubman of Liberia did much the 
same thing, during March. So has 
President Senghor of Senegal, and 
the member-States of the 14-nation 
Afro-Malagasy Common Organisa- 
tion. 


More significant, perhaps, has been 
criticism by President Obote (of 
Uganda) of Wilson’s recent Lagos ex: 
pedition, as being only concerned with 
aid and rehabilitation rather than an 
end to the conflict, and his description 
of the war as “the shame of 
Africa ”. 


Given this almost universal ery for 
an immediate cease-fire, it seems a 
little academic to discuss whether 
Nigeria would agree to unconditional 
negotiations, before or after a cease- 
fire. If the current offensive remains 
bogged down by the middle of May, 
the Gowon regime will not be too 
particular how it arrives at the con- 
ference table. 


a Reelin - 


If you don’t want 1o make sacrifices, 
why did you vote Labour? 
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Something 
to look 


forward to 


Arthur Arnold writes: Last week in 
Bradford I saw a performance by 
Albert Hunt’s student theatre-group 
of Looking Forward To 1942, a docu- 
mentary about the early years of the 
war. It was well worth the journey. 


The show takes the form of a Pente- 
costal Chapel meeting. (The students 
have made a study of the Pentecostal 
movement, which is very strong 
around Bradford.) The comparison be- 
tween war-hysteria and_ religious 
hysteria is made tellingly—hilariously 
in the first part, movingly in the 
second. 

Trivial testimonies of religious 
“miracles” are juxtaposed against 
the “ testimonies ” of Adolf Eichmann 
and ‘ Bomber” Harris. The Harris 
stuff sounds libellous, but only ver- 
batim quotes from his own memoirs 
are used. 


No Professionals 


The performers (‘“actor” is a dirty 
word in this group) interchange 
characters frequently. At one point, 
two people play Eichmann at the 
same time, but it’s always perfectly 
clear what is happening. 


It’s streets ahead of US (the Peter 
Brook show about Vietnam done by 
the Royal Shakespeare Company a 
couple of years ago, of which Hunt 
was Associate Director) largely be- 
cause it’s not bedevilled by pro- 
fessionals doing their big speeches. 
It’s likely to be done again at Birm- 
ingham, Wolverhampton, Newcastle, 
and Selby. And it’s been shown on 
Netherlands TV. If it comes your way, 
don’t miss it. 
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Kevin McGrath writes: The 15-year- 
old agreement between the Govern- 
ments of Spain and the United States 
should have lapsed on Wednesday, 
March 26. Last September the agree- 
ment came due for another five-year 
renewal, and a six-month period of 
grace (for negotiations) began. 


But when this ran out, on March 26, 
no terms had_ successfully been 
agreed. The Spanish Government is 
holding firm to its demands, the US 
Government is equally adamant. 


However, the three US air-bases in 
Spain, and the Polaris submarine base 
at Rota, are “safe” for the time 
being. 


Joint Communique 


At the last minute a joint communique 
was issued by the two Governments, 
announcing “agreement in _ prin- 
ciple”, and confidence that terms 
could be worked out “shortly”. 
Negotiations will re-open in two 
weeks, with no time limit this time. 


While US officials are leaking to the 
press cheerful hints that the gap be- 
tween the two sides is narrowing, 
their Spanish opposite numbers are 
saying that virtually no progress to- 


: US bases ‘safe’ 


wards an agreement has _ been 
reached since negotiations began. 


There are two basic differences. 
Neither, needless to say, involves any 
ideological difference. One concerns 
money, or rather—what comes to the 
same thing—wmilitary aid. 

The Spanish started asking for $1,000 
million, with the US refusing to bid 
higher than $140 million. The gap 
here has narrowed, though no-one is 
saying by how much. 


Blanket Agreement 


The other point at issue is that 
Franco’s Government is demanding a 
US commitment to defend Spain 
against attack. This would go con- 
siderably further than the pretty 
meaningless 1963 joint declaration 
that “a threat to either country 
would be a matter of common concern 
to both countries ”’. 


The most likely people to wage an 
attack on the Spanish Government 
would, of course, be the Spanish 
themselves: the most likely people 
to attack the “territorial integrity” of 
Spain would be the Basques or the 
Catalans. Any blanket agreement 
such as that wanted by Franco could 
be very embarrassing to the US. 


NEW YORK: Puerto Ricans 


worse off than 


A curious thing happened on Presi- 
dent Nixon’s way to Paris which 
thoroughly exposed the unsettled 
conditions in Puerto Rico, that ‘‘ show- 
case of democracy” designed to 
persuade Latin Americans to make 
the proper alignment. 

Naturally, it went unreported in the 
news columns of America’s daily 
newspapers at the time it happened, 
and is only now finding some expres- 
sion. 

In a letter to the editor of the 
Washington Post, Fernando Pico, SJ, 
wrote from Paris: 


“T was ordered to report to the 
local police station five times in 
the weekend. 


“It was explained to me that all 
Puerto Ricans in Paris were being 
asked to do so to ensure the 
protection of the President.” 


Island ‘Show-Place’ 


The priest continued: “A telephone 
conversation with the Security 
Division of the American Embassy 
produced nothing more than an ex- 
pression of surprise at this humiliat- 
ing measure and a promise to look 
into the affair. 

““The Embassy then let the weekend 
slip by without intervening to stop 
this bizarre treatment.” 

It’s interesting to note—and it usually 
isn’t—that 15,000 Puerto Ricans 
annually leave their island “ show- 
place” for New York. This is some- 
thing usually not discussed in the 
same breath with Cuban refugees. 


Great Discrimination 


And once in New York, paved with 
gold as Puerto Rican peasant-myth 
has it, it’s really not only a place to 
visit—much worse. Puerto Ricans 
now number some 841,000 of the city’s 
residents, twice the population of San 
Juan, Puerto Rico’s largest city. 

New York is a Puerto Rican “ show- 
place” itself. A recent study by two 
City University of New York pro- 
fessors disclosed that Puerto Rican 
family income was lower than even 


US blacks 


the oppressed blacks—$3,949 as com- 
pened to $4,754 for non-whites in the 
city. 

In comparison to whites, the study 
showed that in the past two years 
Puerto Rican salaries had risen $49 
while white gains had totalled $900. 


Employment also showed marked dis- 
criminatory trends. And among 
Puerto Rican males there was a drop 
from 17% to 12% in white-collar 


employment. 
TOM DE BAGGIO 


Ironically, on the very day following | 
the agreement in principle, 32-year- _ 
old Luisa Isabel Alvarez de Toleda y 
Maura, Duchess of Medina Sedonia— 
“the Red Duchess ”—began serving a 
jail sentence of one year, imposed on 
her for. leading villagers from 
Palomares in a protest march in — 
Madrid in 1967. | 


They were marching in protest at the 
inadequate compensation they had 
been given for the disruption of their 
lives caused in 1966 when two US 
war-planes crashed, and scattered 
four hydrogen bombs near their 
village. With full remission she may 
be out in eight months. 


YAPPU makes 
do with SIN 


The Youth Section of the Peace 
Pledge Union (YAPPU) has come up 
with a different method of putting 
out basic information. 


Called “ Studies In Non-Violence ”— 
SIN—it will be a series of papers sent 
out bi-monthly on subscription. The 
aim is to “build up a new pacifist 
hand-book, based on the principle of 
an expanding file”. 

The idea came out of a YAPPU con- 
ference in January called “ Towards 

A Non-Violent Society”. At that con- 
ference, I was surprised to learn how 
little was known about even the long- 
standing community action pies 
undertaken by pacifists—like the 
Notting Hill Community Workshop, 
for example. 

The work of groups like Amnesty In- 
ternational and War Resisters Inter- 
national will, according to John Hyatt, 
YAPPU’s Secretary, be included in 
“Studies In Non-Violence, alongside 
“newer groups such as the Com- 
munity Action Union, and tenants’ 
associations ”. 

SIN will be available, at 5s for six 
months, from: 6 Endsleigh Street, 


London WCI1. 
ROGER MOODY 


Peter Robins 


DANCE FOR A 
WAR WIDOW 


So there’s no catkin more soft than my skin 

and my hair’s a moon-lacquered sea? 

Weill, the land may stand bare for all that I care— 
scarlet guardsman, you mean nothing to me. 


My plough-boy son was the only one 

derived from my flesh and blood: 

now I’m poor and alone. You’re amazed that I groan 
to devour myself as dry bread? 


You consider it wrong I should sleep this long 
with no man between my thighs? 

His bones lie white in the deep naval night 
and my plough-boy bleeds from the skies. 


Scarlet-coated man with a sun-tanned grin 

banging my locked window each dawn— 

find some daft green girl for your brief spring whirl: 
let your death teach her also to mourn. 


The mad world can stand still but Pll never spill 
one tear for a man paid to fight: 

when you dare to cry “ War’s an ignoble lie! ” 
come and rattle my window that night. 
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JOHN PETHERBRIDGE 
discusses Ingmar Bergman’s 
new film—‘THE SHAME’ 


AN ANTI-WAR 
COP-OUT ? 


In 1963 Jean-Luc Godard made a film 
called Les Carabiniers. It traces the 
adventures of two young men, Michel- 
Ange and Ulysse, who leave their 
homes to fight a war in a remote, 
nameless country. They go to war not 
from patriotic or idealistic motives, 
but solely to take advantage of the 
situation to murder, rape, and loot. 


Godard observes their behaviour as a 
scientist might watch bacteria destroy- 
ing one another on a slide under a 
microscope. His detachment, or 
objectivity, strips war of all the usual 
platitudes we use to defend it—legal 
justification, idealism, patriotism— 
and exposes it as legalised murder 
that is uitimately pointless. 


This cold film is probably the most 
total anti-war statement ever made on 
celluloid. 


Ingmar Bergman, in his new film, The 


Shame, uses a similar vision of war- 


fare, but focusses his view on the 
innocent victims rather than on the 
combatants. “Innocent?’, that is, in 
the sense that the victims—two 
married, a-political musicians, Jan and 
Eva Rosenberg—refuse to consider 
the war in any terms other than 
its effects on their own lives. 


Impending Loss 


Four years ago they left the city to 
live in a comparatively isolated 
country cottage on an island. A war 
between vaguely-defined “ Govern- 
ment ” and “ Partisans ” is raging, but 
Bergman never more than hints at 
the reasons because he is more inter- 
ested in the psychological effect of it, 


and also the relationship of the artist 


DIARY 


As this is a free service, we reserve the 
right to select from notices sent in. To 
make the service as complete as possible, 
we urge organisers to: 


1. Send entries to arrive not later than 
first post Monday (Friday preferred). 


2. Include date, town, place (hall, street): 
nature of event, speakers, organisers 
(and secretary's address). 

To publicise full details, book a classified 

or displayed advertisement. 

Remember to order copies of Peace News 

for your advertised meeting: Sale or 

Return, From Circulation Department, 

5 Caledonian Road, Ni. 


18 April Friday 


LONDON. 5.30 pm. Meet Tavistock Square 
(Gandhi's Statue). March in solidarity with 


India’s Gandhian Gramdan movement. 
6.30 pm. Crypt, St Martin-in-the-Fields. 
Teach-in at London School of Non- 
Violence. 
READING. 
Blagrave 
Anarchists. 


19 April Saturday 


LONDON SWI. 10 am to 5.30 pm. 6 Carlton 
House Terrace, Inaugural Meeting. British 


7.30 
Street. 


pm. Blagrave 


Meeting. 


Arms, 
Reading 


to society, especially in times of 
conflict. 


In the early scenes, the couple pre- 
pare to visit a near-by town to sell 
berries that they have collected. Jan 
is childish, slightly neurotic, and full 
of self-pity. He is dependent on his 
wife for emotional support. But des- 
pite the way the characters and 
personalities are outlined, these 
scenes have a lyricism that is only 
heightened by the threat of impend- 
ing loss as the war approaches. 


Bergman uses understatement to sug- 
gest the approach of war. Church 
bells toll at an unaccustomed hour. 
The couple’s radio doesn’t work. The 
phone rings mysteriously but no-one 
answers when the receiver is lifted. 
During their journey to the town, Jan 
and Eva pass troops and tanks moving 
purposefully across the landscape. 


Bombing Raids 


In town they share a bottle of wine 
with Frederick, who has just been 
called up. He is ARDY because the 
war has brought him face-to-face with 
the sterility of his own existence. 


The break with their self-centred lives 
comes for the Rosenbergs when the 
pilot of a crashing jet parachutes into 
the branches of a tree near to the 
cottage. Eva instinctively runs to his 
assistance. Jan reacts by taking down 
his rifle and following his wife. Be- 
fore they can help, however, soldiers 
appear and tell them to clear out. 


They try to leave, but Jan is unable 
to start the car. Captured by parti- 
sans, they are forcibly interviewed 
for a propaganda newsreel. The parti- 


Society for Social Responsibility in 


Science. 

LONDON WC}. 11.30 am to 5 pm. Conway 
Hall, Red Lion Square. Civil Rights Con- 
ference: A meeting to form a People’s 
Democracy in London. Details: B. McCabe, 
10 Honeysuckle Gardens, Hatfield. 


20 April Sunday 


LONDON WC2. 7.30 pm. Arts Laboratory, 
182 Drury Lane. Lectures 69. Bill Levy. 
“Bat Suck ’’. 


21 April Monday 


LONDON WC2. 6.30 pm. The Crypt, 
Martin-in-the-Fields, New course 
lectures by Satish Kumar on 
Politics of Non-Violence "'. London Schoo} 
of Non-Violence. 


22 April Tuesday 


LONDON WC2. 6.30 pm. The Crypt, St 
Martin-in-the-Fields. Meeting. London 
School of Non-Violence, 


24 April Thursday 


LONDON Ell. 8 pm. Friends Meeting 
House, Bush Road. Violet Gosling. ‘' Mos- 
cow, November 1968.’’ E10/E11 PPU. 


LONDON NW1, 7.30 pm. Small Meeting 
House, Friends House, Euston Road. The 
1969 Alex Wood Lecture to be given by 
Geoffrey Ashe on the subject: ‘‘ Gandhi 
the Great Experimenter "’. 


LONDON WC2. 7 pm. The Crypt, St Martin- 
in-the-Fields| Open Meeting. Devi Prasad 
‘Indian Philosophy of Non-Violence ’’. 
London School of Non-Violence. 


sans are driven off, but the war has 
become an all-too-true reality for Jan 
and Eva. 


Next day, during a massive bombing 
raid, they try to reach safety in their 
car through a landscape of flame, gun- 
fire, and death, but are thwarted by 
Jan’s collapse at the wheel, and by 
roads blocked with scattered debris, 


Back at the cottage, they seem to be 
in the front line of the battle. Jets 
scream overhead, artillery pounds, 
and bombs fall. Yet the war remains 
meaningless for the Rosenbergs, 
since Government and partisan forces 
are indistinguishable. 


Ugly Selfishness 


Later they are arrested and accused 
of having collaborated with the parti- 
sans, because of the evidence of the 
newsreel film, which has been dubbed 
with different voices making political 
speeches. Eva expresses their help- 
lessness when she says: 


“Everything is like a dream. It’s 
not my dream, but someone else’s 
that I am part of. What happens 
when that person wakes up and 
feels ashamed? ” 


When the charges are dismissed, and 
they are released, the fragile but 
existing love between husband and 
wife has been finally destroyed. Jan’s 
self-pity has turned to ugly selfishness. 


Whereas in an earlier scene he was 
unable to shoot a hen for food, he 
can now callously cause and carry 
out the execution of Jacobi, the man 
responsible for their release, who has 
since become a friend. 


Child’s Nightmare 


The film ends with an epic trek to the 
coast by the couple, who are no 
longer a couple but a man followed 
some yards behind by a woman. 


There, they purchase seats in a small 
boat carrying other refugees to 
safety. The boat’s engine breaks 
down, however, and they are left 
drifting, with no land in sight and 
exhausted supplies of food and water. 
All cinema deals with material 
reality—unlike, say, music, which 
deals. with abstract forms. The 


THE SHAME: Eva Rosenberg (Liv 
Ullman) with a victim of the 
bombing raids. 


material may be artificial, but it will 
still have a definite physical exis- 
tence. Because of this, the film-maker 
is, of necessity, more involved with 
society than other artists need be, 


Bergman, however, has always stood 
aloof from politics and social issues. 
His films have invariably been con- 
cerned with personal emotions and 
psychological problems. The Shame is 
really no different. 


In an interview he said that he made 
it “to convey the intense fear I ex- 
perience’. But it’s a fear of unex- 
plained demons, of children’s night- 
mares, of being trapped in a situation 
we don’t understand and cannot in- 
fluence. This 1s defeatism. 


(One may decide, for example, that 
one cannot sympathise with either 
side in Vietnam, but only from a 
political standpoint—that is, on the 
grounds that neither side measures 
up to one’s own political standards.) 


Total Non-Commitment 


The non-commitment of the Rosen- 
bergs is absolute. They are the stuff 
of which dictatorships are made. Jan 
and Eva would have been quite happy 
in Nazi Germany, provided they could 
listen to their records. 


Bergman’s work has a formal per- 
fection that I find a little disturbing, 
especially in a film like The Shame. 
Every frame is beautifully-composed 
and lit, so that the characters never 
really take on a life of their own, but 
are puppets in the hands of a master- 
puppeteer. 


The film is also very tightly-plotted, so 
that every character not only serves 
a narrative function, but is used to 
make a specific point. Thus Filip, who 
Jan and Eva meet casually at the 
beginning of the film, turns out to be 
a partisan leader. 

It’s a bit like a well-made play, in 
fact, and the final effect on the film 
is to make it mannered and formal- 
istic, lacking the vitality and arbitrary 
nature of life. 


™ No one can possibly say that the 
Czechoslovaks who staged yester- 
day’s incidents were rebelling 
against intolerable oppression. 


“The Warsaw Pact forces did not 
return to Czechoslovakia to read 
the riot act or establish a reign 
‘of terror, Nor have they done 
these things. 


“The USSR has sent enough 
‘soldiers to Czechoslovakia to en- 
sure that no incident should lead 
to serious bloodshed. So far the 
Army has been kept in reserve, 
the velvet glove is still in place. 


“What even Mr Dubcek seems to 
realise is that if yesterday’s inci- 
dents repeat themselves, the 
gloves may have to come off. The 
reason is that rational negotiation 
is impossible in the presence of 
mobs.” 
* * * 


Once again I’ve cheated. This isn’t 
Pravda on the recent ice-hockey 
riots in Czechoslovakia, but the 
English Guardian of Saturday, 
April 12, on the previous day’s 
ructions in Anguilla (with appro- 
priate name changes, of course). 


‘The one valuable thing about the 
Anguilla affair is that it makes it 
easier to understand how most 
people in Russia must have felt 
about the invasion of Czechoslo- 
vakia: a combination of slight 
distress, some amusement, and a 
lot of embarrassment. 


** Ey * 


Of course, it would be the 
Guardian that takes up _ the 
staunch White-Man’s-Burden line, 
just when the Daily Express is 
calling for immediate and uncon- 
ditional withdrawal. 


Remember in William Morris’s 


JOHN 
BALL'S 
COLUMN 


News from Nownere—and if you 
haven’t read it, it’s time you did 
—when troops massacre hundreds 
of demonstrators in Trafalgar 
Square, and set the Revolution 
rolling, the only paper that comes 
out in open support of the mas- 
sacre is the big lefty-liberal 
Guardian-type one? 


Whe can doubt that if the day 
comes round (Morris said 1951, 
but perhaps that was a misprint 
for 1971) the Guardian will live 
up to the prophecy? 


* * * 


Even on the fairly straight- 
forward issue of the decision of 
the Wolverhampton Transport 
Committee last week to abandon 
its insulting demand that Sikh 
busmen should not wear the tur- 
bans prescribed by their religion 
and traditions, the Guardian man- 
ages to get itself all knotted up. 


It refers, for example, to “the 
resolute but foolish” Sikh leader 
Sohan Singh Jolly’s threat to burn 
himself to death on the following 
Sunday, if the ban was not lifted, 
like this: 


“Now that the ban has been 
lifted, Mr Jolly’s victory will be 
seen as proof that the threat of 
violent, dramatic action gets re- 
sults in Britain, and _ that 


orderly protest and negotiation 
are useless. 


“ This is not true, but the stwb- 
born and leisurely behaviour of 
the Wolverhampton Transport 
Committee will have made it 
look as if it were true.” 
* * * 
So, in the face of the self-evident 
fact that it was directly as a result 
of Mr Jolly’s threat that the Com- 
mittee climbed down, the 
Guardian insists on regarding the 
whole thing as an unfortunate 
coincidence. 


This means that it is incapable of 
seriously examining the important 
issues that are involved in the 
successful use of Duragraha in 
Britain for the first time since the 
days of the suffragettes and the 
ieee hunger-strikers a few years 
ater. 


*f * * 


Attention all poets. Corgi Books 
have commissioned a _ poetry 
anthology on the theme of Peace. 
The book’s editor—poet and radio 
journalist Peter Robins (see page 
a trying to gather material 
or it. 


It’s to be published for Christmas, 
titled Doves for the 70s. And the 
important thing is that Peter has 
promised to read very attentively 
everything that he’s sent, irres- 
pective of whose the signature is. 


So you’ve got till May 31 to dig 
out your poems, published or un- 
published, or to write a few new 
ones, and to send them to: Peter 
Robins, 8 Brook Drive, Kenning- 
ton, London SEI1. (But don’t send 
more than a dozen—there are 
limits to the amount-that anyone 
can read attentively!) 


AE RE TPR oe feo ea en as yee eT 


CLASSIFIED 


“Terms: 6d per word, minimum 4s. Dis- 
counts for series. Box No—1s extra. Cash 
with order (not stamps, please). Adverts 
to reach 5 Caledonian Road, London Nl 
by first post Monday, Box No replies to 
same address. Displayed advertisement 
rates on application. 


Personal 


BRIGHTON COMBINATION. Wants _per- 
formers plus one General Administrator. 


Left-wing theatre appearing schools, 
colleges, pop shows, streets, also in own 
theatre. Disillusion and commitment 
essential, Not much money, hard work, 


but unlimited potential. Contact: Brighton 
Combination, 76 West Street, Brighton. 
Writers also needed, specific form of 
material for specific form of theatre. 


DUREX. Gossamer. 21s three dozen. 
Featherlite 13s 6d dozen, Supertrans 10s 
dozen. Personal Service, PO Box No 3, 
Horbury, Wakefield. 


INTRODUCTORY Correspondence Course 
(5s ineluding pronunciation record) for 
Esperanto, the international language. 
Non-ractal and non-national. From: 
27 Argyle 


Workers Esperanto Movement, 
Road, Ilford, Essex. 


MICHAEL SHIELDS. 152 Fortess Road, 
NW5. Interior, exterior decorating. Percen- 
tage of profits to Peace News, 


YOGA IN PARIS. Private lessons at your 
home by very able professor (10 years in 
India). Leon Bensiman, 180 Rue Lafayette 
(6th floor, door 5) Paris 10, 


Publications 
FREEDOM PRESS. Publish Anarchy 
monthly 2s, Freedom weekly 6d. Trial 


subscription to both for two months: 8s 
post free. 84B Whitechapel High Street 
(Angel Alley) London E1. 


POETRY PUBLISHED, SAE: Ken Geering, 
Breakthru, N/Lindfield, Sussex. 


SOCIALIST LEADER. For outspoken views 
and comment. For peace and freedom. 6d 
weekly from: 197 Kings Cross Road, Lon- 
don WC}. 


THE RAILWAY REVIEW. Weekly railway- 
men's paper. Essential reading for those 
who want the authentic voice of railway 
workers. Obtainable 9s a quarter, post 
free, from: 105 Euston Road, NW1. 


TRIBUNE. The leading Socialist weekly. 
Absolutely essential reading for every 
socialist, radical, and revolutionary, You 
certainly won’t agree with everything we 
say—nobody does, nobody ever has. But 
workers by hand and by brain read 
Tribune, and use it to express their views. 
You can’t afford to be out of touch. Every 
Friday from newsagents, or from: 24 St 
John Street, London EC1. 


WEEKLY PEOPLE. A paper of Revolu- 
tionary Socialism and Industrial Unionism. 
Special: six months for 8s. SLP, POB 321, 
Montreal, Quebec, Canada. 


Wanted 


BOOKS/PAMPHLETS bought. Hammersmith 
Books, Liffords Place, SW13. PRO 7254. 


GARDENER REQUIRED. One day, or eight 
hours over several days, per week. Chiefly 
for home-grown vegetables. Mrs Dennis, 72 
Fortis Green, N2. 


Cinema 

FORBIDDEN FILM FESTIVAL. Exclusively 
for members of New Cinema Club: 122 
Wardour Street, Wl, (734 5888: member- 
ship 25s.) Corman’s ‘‘The Trip’ and 
‘Wild Angels "', and  Robbe-Grillet’s 
‘‘Trans-Europe xpress "’, plus new 
season, plus repeats of ‘‘ Weekend”’, 
‘Chelsea Girls’’, ‘‘ Relativity'’, and 
‘Echoes of Silence’, plus new all-night 
underground orgy and much more. Free 
illustrated programme available now, 


Theatre 


UNITY EUS 8647. ‘‘ Rag to the Bull ”’—a 
new revue. Perfs Fri, Sat, Sun at 7.45 pm. 


Tickets 10s, 7s 6d, and 5s. Membership 
7s 6d. 
Published by Peace News Ltd at 5 


Caledonian Road, Kings Cross, London N1 
and printed in Great Britain by Goodwin 
Press (TU) Ltd at 135 Fonthill Road, 
N4. Registered at GPO as a Newspaper. 
Available on order from all newsagents, 
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RESISTANCE IN ANGUILLA 


203 


ANGUILLA: A cordon of British paratroopers guard the house of Anthony Lee, British High 
Commissioner in Anguilla, last Friday, April 11. It was surrounded by about 200 angry 
Anguillans who object to the British intervention. 


AND AT SCOTLAND YARD 


Bob Overy writes: Do many people care that British troops and police are pushing around islanders 
of Anguilla who defiantly assert their right to govern themselves in peace? 


Do many know that the British Government, under its own law, which it professes to respect, has 
acted illegally in Anguilla? That British troops and police break the law, as well as offend decency, 
each time they enter the Anguillans’ homes or break up their demonstrations? 


One group which is potentially sensitive to criticism for its central role in the affair is the 
Metropolitan Police Force. 


The British Bobby’s trade union, the Police Federation, is distraught by the way in which its 
members in the Special Patrol Group (who normally deal with demonstrators here) were unable, 
because of the Official Secrets Act, to inform them of where they were going, and also annoyed that 
their welfare, pension, and insurance arrangements have been upset. 


Moreover, the boys in Anguilla are reported to be unhappy. The Daily Telegraph noted from 
Anguilla on April 10: “About 250 Red Devils remain along with the Engineers and 66 London police- 
men. Many of the latter say they will be glad to get out of the farce in the sun [turn to page 4] 


